we 
= 
9 
“4 
3 
Pe 
i 
= 
; 


SOMANM RFP OURHC 


é 


f 


D/e]*(B} 


D/6/X (B) 


BRITISH INTELLIGENCE SURVEY 
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Part X(B): 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 


CONDITIONS OF RELEASE TO ANY COMMONWEALTH OR FORBIGN GOVERNMENT 


1. This information is disclosed only for the use of the recipient 
Government and (where so stated) for the use, under seal of secrecy, of 
approved contractors engaged on a relevant defence project, and should not 
be passed on to any other Government, released to the Press or published in 
any other way. 


2. The information should be safeguarded under rules designed to give 
the same standard of security as that maintained by Her Majesty's Government 
in the United Kingdom, 


3, The injormation disclosed may be subject to privately-owned rights. 
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NOTICE 
To all holders of 
BRITISH INTELLIGENCE SURVEY 


SOMALI REPUBLIC 
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Part X(B) Telecommunications 


Dated July 1960 


THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS DOCUMENT IS NOQ_LONGER VALID, 
NO FURTHER UP=DATING MATERIAL “ILL BE ISSUED, THE DOCUMENT SHOULD 
THEREFORE BE DESTROYED, 


A BRIEF SUMMARY OF INFORMATION ON TELECOMMUNICLTIONS IN THE SOMALI 


REPUBLIC YILL CONTINUE TO BE AVAILABLE IN INTELLIGENCE BRIEFING 
MEMORANDUM (IBM) D/6/IBM. 


January 1970 


LOGISTICS INTELLIGENCE BRANCH, DEFENCE INTELLIGENCE STAFF, 


MINISTRY OF DEFENCE, LONDON, 
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BRITISH INTELLIGENCE SURVEY ON THE SOMALI REPUBLIC 
(Formerly Somaliland Protectorate and Somalia) 


The report at Annex covers telecommunications and is one of a series of reports 
on subjects of particular interest to Service staffs in the Middle East and Aden. The 
reports are being distributed also to various departments in London to whom they 
may be of use. For convenience of users who are not necessarily interested in all 
parts, to speed up preparation and to facilitate revision, these are being issued 
separately instead of being bound together. 


2. Other parts of B.I.S. Somali Republic which are being issued in this series 
are as follows: 
*D/6 Part III (A) Economics 
*D/6 Part II (B) Oil. 
D/6 Part V Transportation. 
*D/6 Part VIE (A) Terrain, Climate and Map Appraisal. 
D/6 Part VIII (B) Towns. 
*D/6 Part VII (C) Military Engineering Resources. 


nd Industri : ‘ 
. dustry \ To be issued in one volume. 


3. For information on Health please refer to the following: 
D.S.I. Report No. 109 Short Report on Health Conditions in British 
Somaliland (June 1957)... 


D.S.I. Report No. 123 Short Report on Health Conditions in French 
Somaliland and Somalia (February 1958). 


4. Detailed information on Airfields and Flying Boat Bases is to be found in 
J.1.B. 5/72 Ethiopia, Eritrea, British and French Somalilands and Somalia; on Ports 
in the J.1.4/4 Confidential Series of Port Information Sheets (Nos. 324 and 325). 


5. The date of information in this report can be taken generally as June 1960, 
except where otherwise stated. 


6. Place name spellings are as far as possible those found on the following map 
series. Former Somaliland Protectorate: GSGS 4869 1:100,000. Former 
Somalia: GSGS 4355 East Africa 1: 500,000. 


7. Requests for further information, including any more detailed documents 
referred to in the text, should be made to J.I.B. (Whitehall 8474, Extension 637). 


8. J.1.B. would welcome the views of users of this report on: 


(a) any statement considered incorrect; 
(b) any notable omissions; 
(c) any means of improving the method of presentation. 


* For the former Somaliland Protectorate please refer to the same parts of B.1.S. British Somaliland 
reference J.J. 2/226. 
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SOMALI REPUBLIC 


Telecommunications 


1. Prior to the amalgamation of British and Italian Somaliland, tele- 
communication facilities of both countries were directed by the Posts and Telegraph 
Departments of the Administration. It is too early to say what the future 
organisation will be, but it is assumed that the two organisations will be merged and 
HQ established at Mogadishu. 


2. There is little to choose between the telecommunications capability of the 
two regions. Large and up-to-date systems are uneconomic in countries of 
this nature and the telecommunications requirements have been kept to a minimum 
sufficient to ensure internal security and the needs of the administration. 


Line Communication 
3. Telephone facilities are confined to six areas, which are not interconnected : 


(a) The Mogadishu area. In Mogadishu itself, the service is provided by a 
modern (1957) manual exchange with a capacity of about 500 lines. 
Three inter urban lines run from it to Villabruzzi (Villagio Duca degli 
Abruzzi) and Balad in the north, to Afgoi in the west and to Vittoria and 
Merca in the south. 

(b) The Margherita-Gelib area. 

(c) Belet Uen. 

(d) Hargeisa, which has no trunk lines, but three junctions each connect 30 line 
PBX at the hospital and the PWD. 

(e) Berbera. 

(f) Burao. 


4. These areas have a total of about 2,000 subscribers, served by 19 manual 
exchanges of which only Hargeisa and Mogadishu have more than 100 subscribers. 


Radio Communications 

5. Outside the areas described above all telecommunications are confined to 
radio telephony and telegraphy. Mogadishu and Hargeisa are naturally the 
principal stations and are the telecommunications centre of both regions. The 
outstations are shown on Map A. Transmitters used are the British Army WS 19 
which are all war surplus and in a very dilapidated condition. 


6. The aerials are not sufficiently effective to use speech and all traffic is passed 
by hand speed morse. Both public and official (including internal security) traffic 
is carried on these links. Certain stations work on schedule to P and T stations in 
Kenya. 


7. The Mogadishu station is situated about six miles south-west of the town 
in the Uardigley area. Apart from being the principal station for internal 
communications it is virtually the sole means for communication outside the region. 
These external services comprise : 


Radio telephone and telegraph services to Rome, Zanzibar and Kenya. 
The main set used is a Standard Telephones and Cables of British design but 
assembled in Italy. With its associated equipment this set can handle up to six 
transmissions at one time; two through commercial lines, three in harmonic 
telegraphy and a single broadcast in double side band for radio broadcast. 
There are two other sets in service at the station; one a BC 399 which is capable 
of working to Rome and the other a BC 610 which works to Zanzibar, both 
these sets are war surplus and have passed their really useful life. 


8. The Hargeisa station is situated about a quarter of a mile north of the GPO 
with which it is connected by a 10 pair UG cable. This is the main external route 
for the northern area and most of the traffic is passed to the Cable and Wireless 
station at Aden, although occasionally Addis Ababa and Jigjiga are worked. The 
main transmitter is a 0-3 kW. RCA ET 4336, but there are two further low power 
WS 53 British Army surplus which are not now really efficient. 


9. When the traffic situation is justifiable the WS Redifon GP 49 L at Berbera 
works Aden in addition to Hargeisa. 
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Broadcasting 


10. There are two broadcasting stations in the country. One at Mogadishu 
and the other at Hargeisa. The DS 19 at Mogadishu, already mentioned, is used 
in the afternoon for broadcast service, but a further 5 kW. set of Italian design is 
at the moment in process of installation, this will then release the DS 19 for 
commercial purposes. The transmitter at Hargeisa is an old RCA ET 4331 of 5kW. 
ERP and should be replaced if any reliability is to be placed on this service. 


11. A large transmitter is being built at Berbera. This station will be one of 
the most powerful in the Middle East. At present only the aerials have been erected 
and it is not yet known whether or not the station is to be completed. 


Police Radio Network 


12. An extensive police radio network was operated by the Somaliland 
Police. Both simplex RT and WT were used. The sets used are GR49Ls at 
Hargeisa and Berbera and WS 19 as outstations. It is thought that a similar system 
operated in Italian Somaliland with the same type of equipment, but this is not 
confirmed. 


Military Radio Network 


13. A similar system was operated by the Somaliland Scouts, but in addition 
a rear link was worked from Hargeisa Fort to the Military Radio Station at Aden. 


Aeronautical Services 
14. The following services are operated at Hargeisa Airport by International 
Aeradio Ltd. and comprise: 
(a) Morse telegraph services to stations serving Aden, Djibouti and Mogadishu 
airfields. 
(b) Ground-to-air speech facilities on HF (G61 P) and VHF (Pye PTC 704s). 
(c) MF radio beacon. 


15. At Mogadishu the following services were worked by the Italian 
Administration and now continue with Italian operators: 


(a) Morse telegraph to Hargeisa, El Bur, Gallacaio, Gordo, Ischia Baidoa, 
Nairobi, Khartoum and Mozambique. 

(b) Ground-to-air speech on HF and VHF. 

(c) One MF beacon. 


16. ME radio beacons are installed at El Bur, Gallacaio, Gordo and Ischia 
Baidoa. 


Conclusion 


It will be seen that the only communication at present between Hargeisa and 
Mogadishu is by the aeronautical service, this is not sufficient and although it may 
be augmented by a temporary point-to-point simplex service it would seem 
imperative that steps to provide reliable communication between these towns should 
be taken. 
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